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an answer from him.   For your more particular information on these points,
we refer you to our Consultation of the 6th ultimo a copy whereof as far as
relates to them, we transmit you In the packet.
4.    After Major Munro had been furnished from Patna with the stores
for which he waited, and had also taken the necessary precautions for having
the army properly supplyed with provisions, and that his
Cons. 17th Bear. ]3Oats might be able to proceed, he marched towards Ella-
bad, whither we advised you Shuja Dowla had fled after his defeat,
and when he came opposite to Chirnagur Fort, he crossed a proper
detachment In order to lay siege to it. A practicable breach having
been accordingly made in one of the curtains in the morning of the
2nd ultimo, the same was ordered by dawn of day on the 3rd to be stormed;
but by the bad behavior of the seapoys who would not advance but kept a
close fire Into It, which prevented the Europeans also from getting forward, the
assault miscarried; a disposition having been made for a second attempt the
same evening, thirty volunteers turned out of the pioneer company and from
the rest of the Europeans who beg'd to lead the van, which was consented to,
but after having got to the breach they were struck with such a panic, although
the opposition made by the enemy was not near so great as at the first assault,
that they ran back upon the grenadier company, and they upon the rest who
were to suppon them, and by this means the whole gave way, nor could be
prevailed on to rally although the officers exerted every endeavor, and means
for the purpose. The officers were so much disconcerted, and chagrined at
this unexpected behavior in their men, that they offered to go themselves on
the forlorn nope, and storm, but as It was to be apprehended from the former
backwardness of the troops that they might not properly support them, it was
not judged advisable to make the attempt.
5.    In trie mean time Major Munro having received intelligence that Shuja
Dowla had advanced from Iliabad within seventeen coss of him and was strik-
ing out of the road to get in his rear, either to cut off his communication with
his boats or endeavor to carry off the King, he was obliged to turn the siege
into a blockade, for which service he left two battalions of seapoys with two
eighteen pounders, and a howitzer, and returned with the rest of the army
to Benaris; but soon after finding that Shuja Dowla approached still nearer
him, and that he had sent a party to the relief of Chknarghur, he recalled the
detachment from thence, and waited with the whole army in hopes of bringing
him to another general action. The President has had advices from the Major
down to the 22nd ultimo when he informed him, that Shuja Dowla still avoided
coming to an engagement though his horse were constantly moving round our
caoipr and had that day approached so near as to oblige him to turn out the
line, that three or four days before on the occasion of his ordering a salute,
the enemy thought we were marching to attack them, and immediately
retired three coss further, and that their artillery was then about eighteen
coss of[f].
6.    We hope, however, by our next ship to be able to advise you that the
Major has successfully effected his intention of bringing them again to action,
together with the reduction In consequence of Chirnarghur and the city of
IlEabad; and this we think must certainly put a final period to the war, and